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Introduction 

To achieve an adequate understanding of a text such aspects as content 

analysis, opinion, style of author, analysis of stylistic aspects of natural language 

text cannot be ignored. 

The goal of the stylistic analysis of English literature is a motivating factor for 

students of foreign languages’ departments to know better the cultural and 

linguistic spheares of native speakers. If you’re new to stylistics or not it’s often 

difficult to know where to begin when attempting a stylistic analysis. There are 

some recommendations or hints how to start it which can help you to improve your 

skills in this field of language. It’s important to mention that to analyze a text 

stylistically is unlike doing so-called “literary” analysis as it needs to be much 

more objective and rooted in the researcher’s knowledge of linguistics. The main 

aim for stylistic analysis is always to explain how the proposed by the author lexics 

of a text create the feelings and responses that the reader gets when he or she reads 

it.  

Stylistic analysis in linguistics the philologists do to guess the identification of 

writers’ patterns which are used in his or her speech and writing. In some forms of 

stylistic analysis, the numeral of certain stylistic features helps any reader to make 

judgments about the nature and the quality of the writing. One of the most 

important things, while doing a stylistic analysis, is foregrounding. It refers to the 

range of stylistic effects that occur in literature, whether at the phonetic level (e.g., 

alliteration, rhyme), the grammatical level (e.g., inversion, ellipsis), or the semantic 

level (e.g., metaphor, irony) all of which violate the scheme of the text. 

While studying a literary text from a stylistic perspective, to go deeper into 

writers’ style, anyone should start reading the text to understand the overall 

picture, the background. Then, we recommend to dissect the text by looking at 

peculiar and eye-catching peculiarities. According to D. McIntyre there are a few 

points to consider while analyzing a text from a stylistic perspective: 

1. Does the text contain some striking irregularities of form in comparison to 

traditional texts that are within the same genre? 

2. Are there deviant grammatical or graphological elements? 

3. Despite all deviant characteristics, is there order in the text? 

4. How about the text’s phonological qualities (repeated or missed sounds)? 

5. Are there neologisms, jargon, slang, standard language or awkward word usage?  

6. Semantic fields are especially important while analyzing a text stylistically. For 

example, can you categorize the words in different semantic fields? What kind of 
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feeling do the verbs give? By looking at the verbs, do you get the feeling of the 

past or do they point at an ongoing activity? 

7. In conclusion, are the linguistic features of the text directly related to the overall 

or particular meanings reached? 

We hope this textbook will help students deepen their analytical abilities. 

LESSON 1 

The scheme of the Text Linguistic and Stylistic Analysis 

Read the following scheme, which is essential for performing a 

comprehensive, thorough and indepth linguistic and stylistic analysis of prose 

fiction text: 

1. The author’s place in literature.  
- The facts of author’s biography relevant to his / her creative activities; 

- the epoch (historical and social background); 

- the literary trend an author belongs to; 

- the main or well-famous pieces of imaginative literature style. 

2. The connotation of the title of the story. 

3. The choice of the point of view and the form of speech.  

The story may be told from the point of view of 

- the author; 

- the chief character of the story; 

- an outlooker who may be some minor participant in the action or some person 

outside the group of characters. 

A story may be told 

- in direct speech, the characters speaking for themselves; 

- in indirect speech, the author describing the thoughts and feelings of his / her 

characters; 

- in non-personal direct speech. 

4. Give a summary of the extract (or the story) under consideration (the gist, the 

content of a story in a nutshell). 

5. State the problem tackled by the author: 

- the theme of the text; 

- the message of the text.  

6. Components of the text composition (mention the following elements):  
- a piece of narration (description of events and people);  

- a piece of description (description of nature, a big city, a small village, etc.);  

- a piece of character-drawing (description of peoples’ inner world, thoughts, 

emotions, behaviour, etc.);  

- a piece of portraiture (description of the appearance and traits of character/s);  

- a dialogue.  

To summarize, the composition of the passage under study presents an 

amalgamation of such components as narration, description, character drawing, 

portraiture, dialogue, monologue, the author’s reasoning, the author’s digressions, 

etc.)  
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7. The division of the text into logically complete parts with their titles. 

8. The climax of the story (the moment of the highest interest or degree of 

tension).  

9. The denouement / the anticlimax (the outcome of the story). 

10. The tone of the story (humorous / dramatic / ironical / satirical / lyrical / 

matter-of-fact and unemotional, etc. tone).  

11. The division of the thematic groups. 

One can compile several thematic groups on the basis of the passage under study. 

Such words as …, for example, can be combined into the thematic group of “…”; 

the thematic group of “…” includes such words as … . 

12. Describe the antagonist and the protagonist, using author’s language.  

13. Characterization or character-drawing (the author’s method of portraying 

the characters).  

One of the writer’s most important problems is to present his or her characters to 

the reader as individual human beings. There are various means of characterization 

in stories: 

- direct characterization – the author or another person defines the characters for 

the reader by describing them or explaining their behavior, thus offering his / her 

own interpretation of each person in the story; 

- indirect characterization through the action and conversation. The author leaves it 

to the reader to judge the characters by what they do and say.  

14. Author’s usage of stylistic devices and expressive means.  

(The text is vivid, lively, interesting because the author used a number of rhetorical 

devices / figures of speech / lexical and syntactical expressive means: … . They are 

of great stylistic value; they make the text more interesting to read; they make the 

readers feel as if they were in the middle of the events. Using … the author wanted 

to emphasize/implied that …).  

We recommend you getting to know some details to be ready to carry out 

stylistic analysis: 

- look generally at five points: audience (general or specific group of people), 

theme and intention (writer’s purpose), methods of development (find examples, if 

they are there, of the following: argument or persuasion, narration, description, 

cause and effect, comparison, contrast, process analysis, analogy, definition, 

example, classification), tone (conversational, informal, exaggerated, ironic, formal 

(more written than spoken) forceful, vigorous, strong, concise (lacking in 

description), short, witty, satirical, figurative, rhythmic, full of imagery, sincere), 

emotion (What do you feel as you read it? Has the author manipulated your 

emotions or not?); 

- consider the writing style (diction (monosyllabic or polysyllabic words; 

concrete, specific or abstract, general; euphony or cacophony), syntax (short or 

long, simple or complex sentences; kinds of questions; patterns), techniques, 

choice effectiveness); 
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- an overall description of style (colloquial, humorous, formal, aggressive, 

terse, epigrammatic, ironical, satirical, poetic, earnest, etc.); 

- it’s impossible to start writing an analysis immediately you feel you can 

begin to interpret the text, but do note down your major reactions and responses to 

the text as you read, especially any “impressions” as to what the more subtle 

meanings are. A record of your initial understanding will be essential later on. 

 

 

Paradox Definition 

The term paradox is from the Greek word paradoxon, which means “contrary 

to expectations, existing belief, or perceived opinion.” 

It looks like self-contradictory or silly, but usually includes a latent truth. It is 

also used to illustrate an opinion or statement contrary to accepted traditional ideas. 

A paradox is often used to make a reader think over an idea in innovative way. 

There are some examples of paradox: Your enemy’s friend is your enemy. I am 

nobody. “What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young” (George Bernard 

Shaw). Wise fool. Truth is honey, which is bitter. “I can resist anything but 

temptation” (Oscar Wilde). As you see, paradox creates a humorous effect on the 

readers because of its ridiculousness. 

In literature, paradox is not just a clever or comical statement or use of words. 

Paradox has serious implications because it makes statements that often summarize 

the major themes of the work they are used in. Let us analyze some paradox 

examples from some famous literary works: 

In George Orwell’s Animal Farm, one part of the cardinal rule is this 

statement: “All animals are equal, but some are more equal than others.” This 

statement seems to not make any sense. However, on closer examination, it becomes 

clear that Orwell points out a political truth. The government in the novel claims 

that everyone is equal, but it has never treated everyone equally. It is the concept of 

equality stated in this paradox that is opposite to the common belief of equality. 

In William Shakespeare’s famous play Hamlet, the main character says: “I 

must be cruel to be kind.” This announcement does not seem to make sense. How 

can an individual treat others kindly even when he is cruel? However, Hamlet is 

talking about his mother, and how he intends to kill Claudius to avenge his father’s 

death. Hamlet does not want his mother to be the beloved of his father’s murderer 

any longer, and so he thinks that the murder will be good for his mother. 

From William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet: “The earth 

that’s nature’s mother is her tomb; What is her burying grave, that is Rainbow in her 

womb…” The contradictory ideas of the earth being the birthplace and a graveyard 

make these lines paradoxical. 
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The above reading may bring out the question, “Why is paradox used when a 

message can be conveyed in a straightforward and simple manner?” The answer lies 

in the nature and purpose of literature. One function of literature is to make the 

readers enjoy reading. Readers enjoy more when they extract the hidden meanings 

out of the writing rather than something presented to them in an uncomplicated 

manner. Thus, the chief purpose of a paradox is to give pleasure. Poets usually make 

use of paradox to create a remarkable thought or image out of words. 

 

 

Answer the questions: 

1. What is paradox? 

2. Why do authors use it? 

3. The main function of paradox in literature? 

4. Why do we speak about paradox while studying Oscar Wilde’s writing 

style? 

5. Do you know any paradoxes? Explain their meaning. 

Translate into elegant Ukrainian and give literary analysis of some famous 

paradoxes given below following the given example: 

Fair is Foul, Foul is Fair. It Was the Best of Times; It Was the Worst of Times. 

Ignorance is Strength. 

Example of paradox’s analysis: War is Peace. 

1. Origin. It is one of the slogans of the Party in George Orwell’s novel 

“1984.”. The Party believed that they could endlessly engage in a war to keep 

peace in the country. This slogan describes the reality of accepting two mutually 

opposing beliefs simultaneously as correct. This was also a major program of the 

Party to promote “double thinking.” Hence, it is a good example of double 

thinking, though contradictory, but the people of Oceania accepted both ideas as 

correct. 

2. Meaning. This slogan simply means that, though Oceania is perpetually 

going through a war situation, and people are behaving like peace is everywhere, 

they could easily change from one state of emotion to another state according to 

the demands of the Party. It underlines that during wars nations unite and people 

focus on their common enemy, and less on how unhappy they are with their own 

lives. Hence, this makes less trouble for the ruling party or the government. 

3. Usage. Today this paradoxical phrase may seem meaningless, but it does 

make sense. This term is paradoxical, because one could not prevent war by 

starting it. Any country by using war rhetoric, can divert the attention of the people 

from its internal problems, and curtail popular opposition toward the government. 

4. Literary Source. This term is a slogan of the Party that appears in the first 

chapter of George Orwell’s novel “1984.” By weakening strength and 
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independence of public minds, and forcing them to live in a continuous state of 

propaganda-induced terror, the Party forced the people to accept anything, no 

matter if that was entirely illogical. 

5. Literary Analysis. In the novel, The Party forced the people to believe that 

constant war is actually a good way to maintain peace. War brings forth devotion 

and patriotism to the country, and promotes sacrifice for the community. Constant 

war shows that people are sacrificing, pledging, and giving devotion to the country 

and consequently to the government. As a result, this keeps people under control 

and in check. That was how the Party used this slogan. 

6. Literary Devices Paradox. This term is a paradox, as it conveys a 

contradictory idea. 

“Oscar Wilde – A man of Paradoxes” 

Read the text and answer the questions: 

Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde (16 October 1854 – 30 November 1900) 

was an Irish playwright, novelist, essayist, and poet. He became one of London’s 

most popular playwrights in the early 1890s.  

No name is more inextricably inextricably bound to the aesthetic movement of 

the 1880s and 1890s in England than that of Oscar Wilde. This connection results 

as much from the lurid details of his life as from his considerable contributions to 

English literature. His lasting literary fame resides primarily in four or five plays, 

one of which – The Importance of Being Earnest, first produced in 1895 – is a 

classic of comic theater. His only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray, is flawed as a 

work of art, but gained him much of his notoriety. This book gives a particularly 

1890s perspective on the timeless theme of sin and punishment. Wilde published a 

volume of poems early in his career as a writer. Some of these poems were 

successful, but his only enduring work in this genre is The Ballad of Reading Gaol. 

On a curious but productive tangent to his more serious work, Wilde produced two 

volumes of fairy tales that are delightful in themselves and provide insight into 

some of his serious social and artistic concerns.  

Imprisonment for homosexuality was a particularly tragic end for an artist who 

believed that style – in life as well as art – was of utmost importance. That Wilde 

became a literary artist in the first place is not so surprising since, as H. 

Montgomery Hyde reported in Oscar Wilde: A Biography, his mother was a poet 

and Irish revolutionary who published under the name “Speranza,” and his father a 

successful eye and ear surgeon in Dublin and “author of a work which remained 

the standard textbook on aural surgery for many years.” Though his background 

was literary and professional, it was anything but stable. His mother doted on him 

as a child and, according to Hyde, “insisted on dressing him in girl’s clothes.” Dr. 

William Wilde was a notorious philanderer, and, in an ironic foreshadowing of his 
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son's famous trials, suffered public condemnation when a libel case disclosed his 

sexual indiscretions with a young woman named Mary Travers. 

Oscar Wilde was a brilliant student in college, first at Trinity College, Dublin, 

where he won the Berkeley Gold Medal for Greek, and later at Magdalen College, 

Oxford, where his poem “Ravenna” captured the prestigious Newdigate Prize in 

1878. It was at Oxford that Wilde came under the influences of John Ruskin, a 

critic, writer, and professor, and Walter Pater, a critic and essayist whose Studies in 

the History of The Renaissance legitimized Wilde’s nascent ideas on art and 

individualism.  

After taking his B.A. degree at Oxford, Wilde settled in London in 1879 and 

two years later published his first book, Poems. Most of the poems in this volume 

had been previously published in various Irish periodicals. The collection met with 

mixed reviews, less favorable in England than in America.  

Between the publication of Poems in 1881 and his next significant book in 

1888, Wilde went on a lecture tour of America, was married to Constance Lloyd, 

fathered two sons, became editor of a fashionable magazine, Woman’s World, and 

continued to build his reputation as the most sought-after dinner guest in the 

British Isles.  

Oscar Wilde told his stories at dinner parties before they were published 

illustrates an unusual fact about their intended audience: they were not composed 

for children. A few of the stories in the first volume, particularly The Happy Prince 

and The Selfish Giant, continually find their way into anthologies of fairy tales for 

children, but most of the book’s nine tales do not appeal to young people. This is 

particularly true of the stories in The House of Pomegranates, which generally 

have more elaborate plots and a more mannered style than do those in The Happy 

Prince and Other Tales. When asked if the tales of the second volume were 

intended for children, Wilde replied in a typically flippant way: “I had about as 

much intention of pleasing the British child as I did of pleasing the British public.”  

In July of 1889 Wilde gave up the editorship of Women’s World and settled 

down to write The Picture of Dorian Gray. This is Wilde’s only novel, a blend of 

French decadence and English Gothicism. It is filled with genuinely witty dialogue 

and beautiful descriptive passages, while sometimes descending to the level of 

slick melodrama and ponderous theorizing. The novel details the life of a 

hedonistic aristocrat, Dorian Gray.  

At the time he was writing The Picture of Dorian Gray, Wilde became friendly 

with Robert (“Robbie”) Ross, whom he had first met in 1886 at Oxford and who 

later served as Wilde’s literary executor after faithfully standing by him through 

Wilde’s trials and the horrors of Wilde’s two years in prison.  

Though Wilde wrote nine plays in all between 1879 and 1894, his fame as a 

dramatist rests entirely on four comedies – Lady Windermere’s Fan, A Woman of 
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No Importance, An Ideal Husband, The Importance of Being Earnest – and the 

strange and infamous Salomé. Written first, Salomé was composed in Paris in 1891 

but not performed in England until after Wilde’s death. Britain’s Lord 

Chamberlain, responsible for licensing stage performances, banned the play on the 

technical grounds that it portrayed biblical characters, which was forbidden since 

the days of the Protestant Reformation. The play no doubt offended on other 

grounds as well, such as those expressed by a critic in the London Times in 1893: 

“It is an arrangement in blood and ferocity, morbid, bizarre, repulsive, and very 

offensive in its adaptation of scriptural phraseology to situations the reverse of 

sacred.”  

George Woodcock, who in The Paradox of Oscar Wilde examined at length the 

social ideas in Wilde’s other comedies, found “no explicit social theme” in The 

Importance of Being Earnest. In Papers on Language and Literature, Dennis 

Spininger concurred, explaining that Wilde “uses the tools of the satirist without 

wanting to cure the follies and ills he criticizes.” Although Kate Matlock posited in 

Journal of Irish Literature that Wilde makes an affirmation at the end of the play 

in that it “asserts that marriage is a positive social element which reins in deceptive 

and potentially corrupt bachelor tendencies,” such critics as Spininger and Morris 

Freedman have moved away from such a conventional view of the comedy as a 

reassertion of order and toward a perception of the play as anticipating the drama 

of the absurd. Perhaps Freedman was correct when in The Moral Impulse he 

described the play as “an account of the search of several young persons for 

meaning in a society extraordinarily reluctant, even impotent, to assign importance 

to anything except the superficial.” However, the second part of this statement is 

much easier to accept than the first part, because the young people participate in 

this farcical society, and they live by its rules – or break them in acceptable ways. 

If an element of seriousness can be identified in this play, it may be what Eric 

Bentley in The Playwright as Thinker called “a pseudo-irresponsible jabbing at all 

the great problems.”  

During his imprisonment Wilde continued to write as an essayist. He had been 

writing critical essays since 1879, when he arrived in London from Oxford and 

began to write on art for various London periodicals. In 1882 he lectured in 

America, and these lectures were published after his death by his bibliographer 

Stuart Mason. His most important critical essays were The Decay of Lying, The 

Critic as Artist, The Truth of Masks, The Soul of Man Under Socialism etc.  

Toward the end of his term, Wilde wrote the long letter to Lord Alfred Douglas 

that has come to be called De Profundis. Events leading up to Wilde’s 

incarceration began when Lord Alfred Douglas’s father, the Marquess of 

Queensberry, tried unsuccessfully to end the relationship between his son and 

Wilde. Frustrated by his lack of success, he went to Wilde’s club and left his card, 
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which was inscribed “To Oscar Wilde posing as a sodomite [sic].” Against all 

advice, in early 1895 Wilde decided to sue, Queensberry for libel. Wilde lost the 

case, and as a result of the testimony against him at the trial, he was arrested and 

tried for homosexuality. Since the jury could not agree on a verdict, Wilde was 

tried a second time and ultimately convicted. The record of these trials, which was 

published by H. Montgomery Hyde in 1948 as Trials of Oscar Wilde, makes 

fascinating reading, revealing as it does the vanity of Wilde, the eccentricities of 

Queensbury, and exultation of the British public at the verdict. Wilde was 

sentenced in May, 1895, to two years of hard labor, most of which was spent at 

Reading Gaol.  

Wilde eluded attention after his prison release. He wandered Europe for three 

and a half years under an assumed name, Sebastian Melmoth, and died bankrupt in 

a Paris hotel on November 30, 1900. 

 

Learn the words and word-combinations by heart: 

inextricably [ˌ ɪ n.ɪ kˈ strɪ k.ə ] нерозривно 

lurid [ˈ ljʊ ə.rɪ d] вогненний, грозовий, палаючий  

notoriety [ˌ nəʊ .tərˈ aɪ .ə.ti] загальновідомість, знаменитість, недобра слава  

notorious [nəʊ ˈ tɔ ː .ri.əs] відомий, горезвісний, загальновідомий 

a philanderer [fɪ ˈ læn.dər.ə] донжуан, розпусник 

indiscretions [ˌ ɪ n·dɪ ˈ skreʃ ·ən] нерозсудливість, нескромність, нечемність, 

неприйнятність 

nascent [ˈ næs.ənt] що народжується, незрілий 

flippant [ˈ flɪ p.ənt] легковажний 

an affirmation [æfɜ ː ˈ meɪ ʃ n] затвердження, запевнення, заява, 

підтвердження 

incarceration [ɪ nˈ kɑ ː .sər.eɪ t] ув’язнення, ущемлення, позбавлення волі 

to sue [suː ] просити, подавати скаргу 

a libel [ˈ laɪ .bəl] наклеп 

Answer the questions to the text: 

1. What do you associate the name of Oscar Wilde with?  

2. How many plays by Oscar Wilde are the best known in the world? Have you 

read any of them? What do you like the best and the least? Why?  

3. How many novels were written by the author?  

4. What is the main theme of The Picture of Dorian Gray? Do you think this 

theme is immoral? Why or why not? Do you know any other examples of 

proposed theme in the world literature?  

5. What genre did the author choose to create his literature works?  

6. What role did Oscar’s Wilde parents play in his life? 

7. How can you describe Oscar-student?  
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8. What were the first reviews to Oscar Wilde’s Poems?  

9. What do you know about the author’s private life?  

10. What was the main Oscar Wilde’s audience to create his stories for? Prove 

your point of view.  

11. Who was Robert Ross? What role did he play in author’s life? 

12. Why Salomé was called “strange and infamous”?   

13. Was Oscar Wilde’s career finished after his imprisonment?   

14. How are two names Wilde and Alfred Douglas connected?  

15. What did the author do after prison releasing? 

16. What is the real name of Oscar Wilde? 

Translate the text into elegant Ukrainian:  

Among Wilde’s most famous poems is The Sphinx. As Hyde reported, the 

work was begun at Oxford, substantially composed in Paris in 1883, and 

repeatedly polished until its publication in 1894. This most exotic of all Wilde’s 

poems begins with the raven-like sphinx planted in the corner of the poet’s room 

and proceeds through a series of imagined scenes in which the sphinx is depicted 

as a goddess, a prophet, and a lover. Reviewers criticized the work for being 

sensational and artificial, but later critics have found some notable qualities; in San 

Juan’s words, “Among all Wilde’s poems, The Sphinx alone betrays a masculine 

energy that enlivens gorgeous landscape, fusing religion, iconology, and historical 

facts within the current of meditation and monologue." 

Wilde’s last work, The Ballad of Reading Gaol, was written shortly after his 

release from prison in 1897. Hyde recorded in The Annotated Oscar Wilde that 

Yeats called it “a great or almost great poem,” but the fact that he chose only 

thirty-eight of the poem’s 109 stanzas for publication in the Oxford Book of 

Modern Verse suggests his awareness of the work’s diffuseness. The poem 

appeared in 1898 without Wilde’s name but with the identification “C.3.3.,” his 

cell number at Reading Gaol. The ballad tells a very moving story of a man 

condemned to death for the murder of his young wife and records the horror of his 

fellow prisoners as they watch him go through his last days. Though the poem has 

much of the realism that Wilde always abhorred, it transcends nineteenth-century 

prison life in its handling of the themes of suffering, isolation, and collective guilt 

(“Yet each man kills the thing he loves”). The poem is the most successful of 

Wilde’s non-dramatic works primarily because, as Robert Keith Miller said, Wilde 

himself is “no longer the center of attention.” The speaker is a prisoner, but the 

focus is first on the condemned man and then on all of the prisoners as a group. 

Reflecting on his style of wit, Wilde also said, “The way of paradoxes is the 

way of truth. To test Reality we must see it on the tightrope. When the Verities 

become acrobats, we can judge them.” 

Explain Oscar Wilde’s paradoxes: 
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- I can resist anything except temptation. 

- I have the simplest tastes.  I am always satisfied with the best. 

- Arguments are to be avoided; they are always vulgar and often convincing. 

- The critic has to educate the public. The artist has to educate the critic. 

- There are two ways of disliking poetry.  One is to dislike it, the other is to read 

Pope. There are two ways of disliking art. One is to dislike it.  The other is to 

like it rationally. 

- Scandal is gossip made tedious by morality. 

- Selfishness is not living as one wishes to live, it is asking others to live as one 

wishes to live. 

- I think that God in creating Man somewhat overestimated his ability. 

- We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars. 

- What is a cynic? A man who knows the price of everything and the value of 

nothing. 

 

LESSON 2 (Chapter 1) 

Read Chapter 1 and analyse it according to the scheme of stylistic analysis 

Read and discuss the following 

The preface was not included in the first printings of the novel, but was added 

later by Wilde as a direct response to accusations of immorality and indecency. 

Several of the statements made in the preface are thus purely defensive: for 

example, Wilde writes that “When critics disagree the artist is in accordance with 

himself.” However, the preface also establishes many of the novel’s major themes 

and provides the reader with a means of interpreting different aspects of the story.  

Can you name the novel’s major themes and explain your point of view? 

Vocabulary work 

Find the following words and phrases used in this chapter, learn them by heart, 

look for the sentences with these words and phrases in the text and translate them 

into elegant Ukrainian in a written form.  

Word list: a laburnum, the sense of swiftness and motion, the dim roar of London, 

to linger, languidly, rugged, horrid, disquiet, a sitter, perplexity, gauze wings, 

overdressed dowagers, people with stars and garters, reckless, truculent, like 

ravelled of glossy white silk, a tasselled ebony cane, subtle, idolatry, apt, a bric-a-

brac, the green lacquer leaves, thrift, blinking in the sunlight, wrung out of smb.  

Commentary 

Persian saddle-bags enormous leather bags laid across the backs of camels, 

behind the saddle; here, a number of them are stuffed and arranged together so that 

a person can lounge or recline on them; 

blossoms of a laburnum a small, spreading tree with golden flowers and highly 

poisonous seeds; 
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the long tussore-silk curtains brown silk from India, usually stronger but more 

coarsely woven than Chinese silk; 

straggling woodbine In the United States, woodbine is called wild honeysuckle 

and is sometimes referred to as Virginia creeper; 

the bourdon note of a distant organ a bourdon note is an extremely low, droning 

note; 

the Grosvenor For thirteen years, from 1877 to 1890, the Grosvenor Gallery was 

one of London’s most prestigious galleries. During its heyday it often featured 

works from the Aesthetic movement, mentioned in Wilde's novel; 

stars and garters a reference to various public decorations such as the Order of 

the Garter, England’s highest order of knighthood; 

précis French, meaning “brief summary”; 

salon French, meaning “living room” or “parlor”; here, it means a weekly or 

monthly gathering of artists and intellectuals; 

tremulous vibrating or quivering; 

ensconced settled securely or comfortably; 

pallid abnormally pale; 

truculent savage, belligerent; 

skeins lengths of thread or yarn wound into long, loose coils; 

languid lacking energy or spirit; 

the Academy The Royal Academy of Arts in London, founded in 1768. Its annual 

exhibition, which has been held every summer without a break since 1769, features 

the best 1,500 paintings, sculptures, drawings, and engravings from those 

submitted for judging; 

Oxford one of the two most revered British universities; the other is Cambridge; 

He is a Narcissus a self-centered person who is exceedingly fond of his 

appearance; 

I went to a crush a cocktail party; 

She brought me up to royalties Here, the reference is to frequent dinners and 

parties with the titled upper class; 

the East End the industrial or working class area of London, east of the banking 

and commercial section of London, referred to as “the City.” 

Comprehension 

Quiz yourself: 

Where does Lord Henry tell Basil he should exhibit his picture of Dorian Gray? 

A: The Louver 

B: The Chicago Museum of Art 

C: The National Gallery 

D: Grosvenor 
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What reason does Basil first give Lord Henry for not wanting to exhibit the 

painting? 

A: The painting reveals too much of himself to the viewer. 

B: He has sold the painting to a private collector. 

C: He feels the painting is not good enough to put on public display. 

D: He is keeping the painting for himself. 

Where did Basil meet Dorian? 

A: At a restaurant 

B: At a tavern 

C: At a party 

D: At the theater 

Besides Basil, who else does Dorian and Lord Henry both know? 

A: Lord Henry’s wife 

B: Lord Henry’s Aunt Agatha 

C: Dorian’s sister 

D: A university teacher 

 

 

Answer the questions: 

1. What was the place where the main characters met? Can you describe them? 

2. What did Lord Henry Wotton do? 

3. What was the main topic Lord Henry Wotton and Basil Hallward discussed? 

4. What was the most impressive thing that forced the artist to start up, closed 

his eyes, “placed his fingers upon the lids, as though he sought to imprison within 

his brain some curious dream from which he feared he might awake”? 

5. Did Lord Henry Wotton like the picture? Prove it. 

6. Why didn’t Basil Hallward want to exhibit the picture? 

7. Why did Lord Henry Wotton say that Basil was vain? 

8. Did Basil Hallward want to look like his picture? Why yes or why not? 

9. What did Lord Henry Wotton think about married life? Did he like it? 

10. What did Basil Hallward think about “Henry-husband”? 

11. What is your first impression about Lord Henry Wotton and Basil Hallward?  

12. Where did Basil Hallward firstly meet the sitter? 

13. Who was Lady Brandon? What do you know about this madam? 

14. Can you describe yourself as a person who “choose your friends for their 

good looks, your acquaintances for their good characters, and your enemies for 

their good intellects”? Is it good or bad to suit such characteristics? 

15. According to Harry’s words, who was Basil for him? 

16. What feelings did Basil Hallward have for Mr. Dorian Gray? Prove your 

point of view. 
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17. Why did Lord Henry Wotton want to see Mr. Dorian Gray? 

18. Can you bare your soul to someone? Explain your choice. 

19. According to Basil Hallward’s words, did Mr. Dorian Gray like him? Can 

you find the words from the chapter to prove it? 

What do you think about the following statements? 

The highest as the lowest form of criticism is a mode of autobiography. 

Conscience and cowardice are really the same things... Conscience is the trade-

name of the firm.  

The nineteenth century dislike of realism is the rage of Caliban seeing his own face 

in a glass. The nineteenth century dislike of romanticism is the rage of Caliban not 

seeing his own face in a glass. 

It is better not to be different from one’s fellows. The ugly and the stupid have the 

best of it in this world. 

Every portrait that is painted with feeling is a portrait of the artist, not of the sitter. 

The sitter is merely the accident, the occasion. 

Laughter is not at all a bad beginning for a friendship, and it is far the best ending 

for one. 

None of us can stand other people having the same faults as ourselves. 

Interesting to know 

Oscar Wilde and Dorian Gray 

The Picture of Dorian Gray first appeared in the July 1890 number of 

Lippincott’s Monthly Magazine and immediately caused an outcry due to its 

perceived references of homosexual desire. The review in the Scot’s Observer 

memorably described the book as having been written for ‘outlawed noblemen and 

perverted telegraph-boys’ – a reference to a recent scandal involving a homosexual 

brothel in London’s Cleveland Street. In response to such hostile criticism Wilde 

considerably amended the text and a longer, noticeably ‘toned-down’ version of 

the book was published by Ward Lock and Co in April 1891. It is this later version 

that forms the standard text of the novel. Even so the Lippincott’s version was used 

by opposing counsel in evidence against Wilde in two of his trials in an attempt to 

show him guilty of ‘a certain tendency’. For many people Oscar Wilde the artist – 

with his flamboyant public persona and his secretive private life – and his novel 

with its two distinctly different versions and its duplicitous central character 

mirrored each other from the start. 

What caused an outcry after people read The Picture of Dorian Gray? 

Is there such a problem in our society?  

What can we do to tolerate our people?  

Why did people associate Oscar Wilde with his central character? 

Writing practise 

Translate the sentences into elegant English: 
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Давайте поринемо у прекрасний світ природи… Як гарно у садку! 

Погляньте на пташок, які мило цвірінькають поміж зеленими, наче 

лакованими листями плюща. Сердите гудіння бджіл, які кружляють біля 

покритих золотистим пилком вусиків розлогої жимолості, пригнічує тишу. 

Гул комашок монотонно й настійливо пробирається високою невикошеною 

травою. Під парканом сюрчить коник, крихітка-мурашка тягне малесеньку 

гілочку, а у блакитному прозорому повітрі тріпоче крильцями тендітна 

бабка... 

 Вітерець здмухує ніжні пелюсточки квіток з дерев й зоряні ґрона 

бузкового цвіту гойдаються у млосному повітрі. Сонячні пасма просякають 

гладке листя, в траві легенько погойдуються білі стокротки. 

Сірі тіні від хмар, які нагадують покірних овечок, одна за одною 

пропливають по траві...  

Topic Tracking 

Find the perfect quotes to comment following points:  
Conscience/Soul, Beauty, Influence. 

 

 

 

LESSON 14 (Chapters 17-18) 

Read Chapters 17-18 and analyse it according to the scheme of stylistic analysis 

Discuss the following 

The battle of good and evil exists in every soul. Each person will face the 

choice between good and evil during a lifetime. Dorian is aware of that it exists in 

him. He knows he is under the influence of Lord Henry and that Basil is trying to 

persuade him to remain on a good path. Basil and Henry represent the opposite 

forces of good and evil, in a way they fight over Dorian’s soul. Dorian represents a 

man who struggles to live his life surrounded by temptation. Dorian is the only 

character in the novel that faces this decision. Basil and Henry have already chosen 

a side. Therefore they do not face the choice between good and evil. 

Basil and Henry reveal the sacrifice and cost of choosing one position rather 

than the other. If Dorian had chosen Basil’s moralism, he would not have lived the 

life of sin that he did. And if he had chosen to adopt Henry’s theories he would 

never feel remorse or guilt and ask for redemption. Dorian is the middleman in the 

conflict between Basil and Henry. He is unable to deny his guilt and yet he cannot 

repress his desires. Dorian does not choose a side, he represents the everyman, 

whose dilemma is a product of his human endowment. His dilemma is the same as 

exists in every human.  

Basil believes that evil is punished and good is rewarded, Henry does not 

believe in such a moral order. Basil and Henry are thought by many not only to 
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represent good and evil forces but also a conflict between ethics and 

aesthetics.Basil believes in art over beauty and Lord Henry believes the exact 

opposite. Lord Henry believes in beauty and pleasure and lives a very hedonistic 

and aesthetic life. Lord Henry believes that appearances and reputation are 

everything. As he says: “There is only one thing in the world worse than being 

talked about, and that is not being talked about”, and “It mattered to be known. It is 

only shallow people that do not judge by appearances”. Honour and goodness are 

more of a priority for Basil. But Dorian adapts Henry’s theory on the importance 

of reputation, his only reason for breaking off the engagement with Sibyl because 

she has embarrassed himin front of Basil and Lord Henry, by her poor acting. He 

was afraid her bad acting would reflect on his reputation. 

Do you notice the battle of good and evil in your soul? What is it like?  

If you were in Dorian’s boots, would you make the same choice as Dorian’s? 

Why or why not? 

Do you believe that if Dorian had chosen Basil’s moralism, he would not have 

lived the life of sin that he did? Would his life be more boring?  

Do you agree that “It’s better to burn out than to fade away”? 

Do you believe that evil is always punished and good is rewarded? 

Do you think that appearances and reputation are everything? 

Why do you think Dorian didn’t wish to be as good as Basil but adapt Henry’s 

theory?  

Would you follow Dorian’s path if you know that anyone wouldn’t be able to 

punish you? 

Vocabulary work 

Find the following words and phrases used in this chapter, learn them by heart, 

look for the sentences with these words and phrases in the text and translate them 

into elegant Ukrainian in a written form.  

Word list: a jaded-looking man, rechristening, to abdicate, to disarm, a 

mediocrity, apprehension, ghastly, to maim, a lumpy tussock, a thicket, perturbed 

state, ennui, slumberous, disillusion, a brougham, to fling.  

Commentary 

Tartuffe a hypocrite; the word comes from Molière’s Le Tartuffe, a play in which 

the lead character – Tartuffe – almost destroys a family that has taken him in; 

riposte French, “retort” or reply in a direct manner; 

Parthian pertaining to a shot fired by one in actual or feigned retreat; after the 

tactics of the archers from Parthia in Western Asia; 

Artemis in Greek mythology, the goddess of the hunt. 

Comprehension 

Quiz yourself: 

Why did Dorian faint in his conservatory? 
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A: He became too warm. 

B: He had an allergic reaction to a plant in the conservatory. 

C: He thought he saw James Vane’s face pressed up against the window. 

D: He had eaten something which made him ill. 

Who was Sir Geoffrey Clouston related to? 

A: Lord Henry 

B: Lord Fermor 

C: Duchess Monmouth 

D: Dorian Gray 

What was he trying to kill, when he accidently shot the man? 

A: A bird 

B: A rabbit 

C: A fox 

D: A wounded horse 

Who told Dorian the dead man was not a beater? 

A: The head-keeper 

B: Lord Henry 

C: Sir Geoffrey 

D: Duchess Monmouth 

Who was the dead man? 

A: The head-keeper’s son 

B: A vagrant 

C: James Vane 

D: Alan Campbell 

Dorian is… 

A: Not feeling any remorse for his actions. 

B: Beginning to feel the weight of his sins. 

C: Afraid he will die someday. 

D: Glad he is still young and beautiful. 

Answer the questions: 

1. What place did Dorian retreat in a week? 

2. Name Dorian’s guests. Who are these people? 

3. Describe the conversation Dorian and the guests had. 

4. Can you name the characters with nicknames Prince Paradox and Prince 

Charming? What do these bynames mean? Do they show the real features of the 

persons these nicknames were given to? 

5. What did Lord Henry lightheartedly warn the duchess about? 

6. Why did the group of guests hear a muted groan and the sound of a heavy 

fall? 

7. What had happened with Dorian? Why had it happened? 
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8. Dorian spent most of the next day in his room what did he think about? 

What did he conclude? 

9. Who was Sir Geoffrey Clouston? Why was he mentioned?  

10. Why didn’t Dorian want an animal to be killed? 

11. Whose dead human body was pulled from the brush? 

12. According to Lord Henry, what was the only thing horrible in life? Do you 

agree or not? Prove your point of view. 

13. Why did Dorian want to leave at eight-thirty to catch the night express to 

London? 

14. What did he write to Lord Henry? 

15. Why did Dorian feel safe at the end of Chapter 18? 

What do you think about the following statements? 

I never quarrel with actions. My one quarrel is with words. 

Beer, the Bible, and the seven deadly virtues have made our England what she is. 

When they (countrymen) make up their ledger, they balance stupidity by wealth, 

and vice by hypocrisy. 

Decay fascinates me more. 

Pace gives life. 

The basis of every scandal is an immoral certainty. 

Interesting to know 

“What are the sins of Dorian Gray?” That’s one of the keys to the novel: we 

simply don’t know. Part of what makes The Picture of Dorian Gray so captivating 

and (ironically) horrifying is that the vast majority of Dorian’s sins are never 

named. It's the cliché that with some careful suggestion, the audience will come up 

with visions more terrifying to them personally than if the artist had spelled it out. 

The only three “sins” depicted in the novel are Dorian’s rejection of Sybil 

Vane (after this, he notices the first change in his portrait) leading to her suicide, 

his murder of Basil Hallward, and you could argue that stabbing his painting was 

an act of suicide (traditionally considered a sin in Christian theology. Whether or 

not Dorian knew he would be killing himself with the painting-as-soul may be 

debatable.). 

That’s it. Anything else you specifically remember from the novel is 

confabulation from Wilde’s gentle suggestion: other murders, affairs, homosexual 

acts (a sin in the context of the time period), blackmail, rape. The implications for 

some of these is pretty strong, but the novel never explicitly confirms them. 

Besides the reason I mentioned above, this was a smart move on Wilde’s part. In 

response to criticism for depicting such lewd acts, he could point to the novel and 

basically say “I didn’t write that. You put it in there.” 
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In The Scots Observer was written: “Each man sees his own sin in Dorian 

Gray. What Dorian Gray’s sins are no-one knows. He who finds them has brought 

them.” 

by Simon Turner, M.A. English Literature 

 And what do you think about it? What sins do you think about while reading 

The Portrait of Dorian Gray? 

Translation practise 

Translate the following extract into elegant Ukrainian for the book: 

The portrait of Oscar Wilde 

Oscar’s wife, Constance wrote children’s stories too, many of which were 

published in popular collections. Although she had nothing approaching her 

husband’s talent, she was an accomplished and inventive storyteller. In 1889, the 

Irish Times published a joint review of their latest collections: his The Happy 

Prince and Other Tales and her There Was Once. The verdict? “Mr. and Mrs. 

Wilde possess charming children of their own and they have utilized their 

acquaintance with the infant world in giving to it some delightful fairytales, which 

even the elders must appreciate.” 

Before he married Constance, Oscar was smitten with a beautiful young 

woman called Florence Balcombe. Their relationship lasted for two years but, as 

he was an undergraduate at Oxford University, the couple spent little time together. 

Florence got fed up and married another Dubliner instead, Bram Stoker, author of 

Dracula. After Bram’s death, Florence won an action against Prana Films, the 

German company that made Nosferatu, an unauthorized version of Dracula. She 

was granted £5,000 in royalties along with an undertaking that every copy of 

Nosferatu would be destroyed. (The above sketch of Balcombe is by Oscar Wilde). 

When she was 16, Oscar’s great friend, actress Ellen Terry walked off stage at 

the Haymarket Theatre in London in order to marry painter George Frederick 

Watts, who was 46. Her new husband introduced her to several influential men, 

among them William Ewart Gladstone, Benjamin Disraeli, Robert Browning and 

Alfred Tennyson, but Ellen preferred playing “Indians and Knights of the Round 

Table” with Tennyson’s sons, Hallam and Lionel. After ten disastrous months, her 

family and friends arranged a discreet separation. She described the ending of her 

marriage as “a natural, almost inevitable, catastrophe.” 

Writing practise 

Translate the sentences into elegant English: 

1. Він якийсь цинічний і пересичений, правда? 2. Вона приїхала до 

Візантії у 955 році й під час хрещення отримала ім’я Олена. 3. Держави – 

члени Організації Об’єднаних Націй ні в якому разі не повинні відмовлятися 

від своєї відповідальності за колективну безпеку згідно Статуту. 4. Я вважаю, 

це означає, що тепер вам потрібно роззброїтися. 5. Наша буденність не 
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повинна впливати на його вибір. 6. З якого це часу буденність й убогість 

стали гарним прикладом для ваших дітей? 7. Були висловлені також певні 

побоювання з приводу того, що впровадження такого механізму, ймовірно, 

може зажадати проведення складних й тривалих перемов. 8. Господи, 

напевно я виглядаю жахливо перед вами, джентльмени. 9. Мальдівські 

острови завжди підтримували міжнародні зусилля щодо заборони 

протипіхотних мін, оскільки вони здатні вбивати і калічити ні в чому не 

винних чоловіків, жінок і дітей ще довгий час після застосування їх у 

військових операціях. 10. У нашої мами підлива з грудками. 11. Ми побачили 

густі зарості, які дозволили північним військам  прийти і закріпитися на горі. 

12. Ми більше стурбовані пунктом доповіді, де говориться, що, за 

прогнозами, ці недоліки збережуться. 13. Стародавні монастирі, задумливі 

лісу, нескінченні пагорби, ясне небо і привітне сонце надають особливу 

чарівність цьому краю. 14. Після початкової хвилі ейфорії може статися 

розчарування. 15. Мені доводилося проживати у тісноті сільського будинку з 

п’ятьма слугами, а у Синтії власний маєток, екіпаж і ще купа всього. 16. Ну, 

це скоріш крайнощі, з огляду на те, що у вас двох була літня інтрижка. 

Write and present a short essay:  

At the time of its publication, The Picture of Dorian Gray sparked countless 

debates about the role of morality in art.  

What is your contribution to this debate? Do artists have the responsibility to 

convey good morals to their audience? 

LESSON 15 (Chapter 19) 

Read Chapter 19 and analyse it according to the scheme of stylistic analysis 

Discuss the following 

There are some messages of The Picture of Dorian Gray: 

1) You may fall out of love just as easily as you fell in love.  

2) Society in general brushes rumors about you and pretends to respect you if 

you’re rich enough. It is even nicer if you’re pretty too. 

3) Sometimes they are our words which attract people more than our looks. Just 

like Henry’s words attracted Dorian and made him fond of the former. 

4) Even when you get what you wish for you may not end up being content in life, 

as in case of Dorian. 

The general purpose of this book is probably to point out the hypocrisy in any 

society, the workings of a human mind and how easily someone naive can change 

into someone with a questionable character. 

What “book messages” have you found? List them and explain your choice. 

Vocabulary work 
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Find the following words and phrases used in this chapter, learn them by heart, 

look for the sentences with these words and phrases in the text and translate them 

into elegant Ukrainian in a written form.  

Word list: to attain, to be cultured, to stagnate, idyll, a rough carter, a grinning 

ploughman, a renunciation, Burgundy, the gilt trellis, a vinaigrette, intently, a 

method of procuring, a scurf, soft chords, to jar, uncouth, a palate, flawless, a 

cadence, annihilate.  

Commentary 

Perdita and Florizel lovers in William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale; 

Ophelia a leading character in William Shakespeare’s Hamlet; she dies by 

drowning, although Shakespeare leaves unclear if her drowning is a suicide or an 

accident; 

Scotland Yard headquarters of the London Metropolitan Police, housed at New 

Scotland Yard on the Thames embankment; 

Chopin Frédéric François Chopin (1810–49), Polish pianist and composer of 

works for piano and orchestra; resident of France from 1829 until his death; 

Velasquez Diego Rodriquez de Silva y Velásquez (1599–1660), Spanish painter; 

Seine the river that runs through Paris; 

Like the painting of a sorrow, / A face without a heart from Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet, Act IV, Scene 7, 108–09; 

Jav an island of Indonesia; 

Majorca largest of Spain’s Balearic Islands, in the Mediterranean Sea, about 120 

miles southeast of Barcelona; 

Apollo in Greek mythology, the god of the sun, music, and poetry; a young man of 

great physical beauty; 

Marsyas in Greek mythology, he lost a music contest and his life to Apollo; 

lilas blanc French, meaning “white lilac.” 

Comprehension 

Quiz yourself: 

What is the good deed Dorian does in an attempt to become a better person? 

A: He breaks off his romance with a country girl. 

B: He confesses to killing Basil. 

C: He give a lot of money to the church. 

D: He builds a hospital for the poor. 

How long has Basil’s disappearance been the talk of the town? 

A: 6 months 

B: 6 days 

C: 6 weeks 

D: 3 weeks 

Why doesn’t Lord Henry believe Dorian killed Basil? 
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A: He thinks Dorian doesn’t have the temperament to kill. 

B: He thinks Basil was killed by an unhappy customer. 

C: He thinks Dorian is not smart enough to kill someone. 

D: None of the above 

Who committed suicide? 

A: James Vane 

B: Alan Campbell 

C: Adrian Singleton 

D: Lord Henry 

What did Dorian tell Lord Henry happened to his painting? 

A: He sold it to an art collector in Paris. 

B: He didn’t like it, so he destroyed it. 

C: It was missing, after being moved to his country house. 

D: He gave it to Sibyl’s mother, to sell so she could have some money. 

Answer the questions: 

1. What time is described in this chapter? 

2. What topic did Lord Henry and Dorian discuss? 

3. Why did Dorian say to Lord Henry that he had done “too many dreadful 

things” in his life? 

4. Who was Hetty Merton.? Who did she remind him of? 

5. What does it mean that Dorian left Hetty “as flowerlike as he had found 

her”? 

6. What had happened in Lord Henry’s private life? 

7. What did Lord Henry mention while speaking with Dorian? 

8. According to Lord Henry, what couldn’t be explained? 

9. Did Lord Henry believe that Basil might have been murdered? Why yes or 

why not? 

10. What did Dorian answer Lord Henry about the portrait? 

11. Who asked “What does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 

his own soul?” Where can you read these words? 

12. Lord Henry had no interest in a serious discussion and what did he indirectly 

ask Dorian? 

13. Lord Henry said that Dorian’s life had been his art, what did he mean? 

14. Why did Dorian ask Lord Henry “never lend the destructive volume of 

“yellow book” to anyone else”? 

What do you think about the following statements? 

Anybody can be good in the country. There are no temptations there. That is the 

reason why people who live out of town are so absolutely uncivilized.  

You gave her good advice and broke her heart. That was the beginning of your 

reformation. 
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Death is the only thing that ever terrifies me. I hate it. 

Death and vulgarity are the only two facts in the nineteenth century that one cannot 

explain away. 

All crime is vulgar, just as all vulgarity is crime. 

Crime belongs exclusively to the lower orders. 

If a man treats life artistically, his brain is his heart. 

What does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul? 

The soul is a terrible reality. It can be bought, and sold, and bartered away. It can 

be poisoned, or made perfect. 

Art had a soul, but that man had not. 

The things one feels absolutely certain about are never true. 

Interesting to know 

What inspired Oscar Wilde to write The Picture of Dorian Gray? 

Oscar Wilde wrote the original, 13-chapter, version as a magazine story 

because he was asked to write it by an editor of Lippincott’s Monthly Magazine. 

The year was 1889. The place was London. The event was a dinner given at the 

Langham Hotel, by Stoddard, for Wilde and Arthur Conan Doyle.  Each of them 

was asked to submit a long-form story.  

Wilde took his time getting a manuscript to Stoddard, so much so that 

Lippincott’s had received two stories by Conan Doyle, and had already published 

one of them, before Picture was even delivered in manuscript. When Stoddard read 

it, he expurgated 500 or so words that he felt would offend readers. These were 

primarily homoerotic references that discussed romantic love between men and not 

sex in any explicit sense. Even so, and even with the deletions, there was scandal. 

So, Wilde expanded the story from 13 to 20 chapters and published it as a book, 

using the Preface to argue for the sanctity of art and protection of the artist, not the 

rights of homosexuals. In fact, he himself removed homoerotic passages that might 

create scandal. The full uncensored text wasn’t published until 2011.  

Plenty of people would want to argue that Wilde was seeking to popularize and 

promote homosexuality. Others would say his use of a taboo topic was to promote 

the understanding of love. Still others will argue for Wilde’s passion for artistic 

freedom and others for his desire to push the limits of the Gothic and 

philosophical novel.  

by Bernard Glassman 

Do you think that Wilde was really seeking to popularize and promote 

homosexuality in his novel? 

Why is it called Gothic and philosophical novel? Prove your idea. 

Translation practise 

Translate the following extract into elegant Ukrainian for the book: 

The portrait of Oscar Wilde 
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In July 1882, Oscar accompanied Julia Ward Howe’s brother, Sam Ward to the 

Long Island resort of Long Beach where they spent a day on the beach with Alice 

Pike Barney and her six-year-old daughter, Natalie. Little Natalie remembered 

Oscar scooping her up onto his knee to tell her, “a wonderful tale.” In adulthood, 

she ran a vibrant salon in Paris and enjoyed dalliances with two women closely 

connected with Oscar: his niece, Dolly Wilde, who looked just like him, and poet 

Olive Custance, who married Oscar’s great love, Lord Alfred Douglas. 

Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray was often compared to the novels of 

Ouida, born Maria Louisa Ramé but always known by her own childhood 

mispronunciation of her middle name. Her decadent novels celebrated a lush 

aristocratic existence and her aesthetic style kicked against the fetters imposed by 

Victorian notions of prudence, rationality and worth. She pioneered a new style of 

language, studded with witty epigrams, which allowed her characters to indulge in 

the most subversive behavior imaginable. Although largely forgotten now, she was 

one of the most successful novelists England has ever produced. 

Writing practise 

In 1895, the critic Ernest Newman, in a discussion of Wilde’s contribution to 

literary thought, celebrated the author’s use of paradoxes, saying that “a paradox is 

a truth seen round a corner”. Countless paradoxes appear in The Picture of Dorian 

Gray, most often in the words of Lord Henry Wotton. Identify and discuss several 

paradoxes in the novel. 

Topic Tracking 

Find the perfect quotes to comment the point:  

Conscience/Soul. 

LESSON 16 (Chapter 20) 

Read Chapter 20 and analyse it according to the scheme of stylistic analysis 

Discuss the following 

 Dorian Gray as a Faustian figure 

There are similarities between Dorian Gray and Dr. Faustus as Marlowe writes 

him. One contrast that exists is with Goethe’s Faust, though. While Faust shuns the 

company of people, Dorian comes to be shunned by people. Dorian is evil and 

dissolute so that people come to despise his company. Faust, on the other hand, 

begins life as a solitary scholar who never cares about the normal associations and 

passions of life. 

Faustus can not find a balance between the pursuit of knowledge, power 

bestowed by knowledge and morality that puts godliness and human goodness 

above knowledge. Similarly, Dorian will not balance an obsessive adoration of 

beauty –beauty at all costs – and resulting selfish behavior with moral and 

responsible behavior: he comes to kill at will and disguise his crime without 

hesitation. 
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In the end, Faustus repents his self-centered pursuits that exclude godliness and 

goodness, yet cannot find a way to repent. His soul is captured by Mephistophilis 

and taken to torment in a life devoid of God. 

Faustus: Adders and serpents, let me breathe a while! 

Ugly hell, gape not! come not, Lucifer! 

I'll burn my books! – Ah, Mephistophilis! 

Similarly. Dorian comes to repent his life in the end, yet is persuaded by Lord 

Henry that alteration is useless, even undesirable. He ends in torment with the 

wounds in his own breast that are meant for the evil doppleganger portrait. 

Dorian: Was it really true that one could never change? He felt a wild longing 

for the unstained purity of his boyhood – .... it would kill the painter’s work, and 

all that that meant. It would kill the past, and when that was dead, he would be 

free. 

By contrast, Goethe’s Faust is saved by the love and prayers of Gretchen and 

snatched to Heaven before Mephistopheles and his demons can snatch him to the 

inferno.  

Mephistopheles: They’ve stolen a great, a unique treasure: 

That noble soul, mortgaged to my pleasure, 

They’ve snatched it away, with cunning even. 

Can you name any similarities between Dorian Gray and Dr. Faustus? 

Can you name any differences between Dorian Gray and Dr. Faustus? 

Who is Mephistophilis in The Picture of Dorian Gray? 

Faust was saved by the love and what about Dorian? Could he be saved by any 

other person? 

Could Basil save Dorian? Why yes or why not? 

 

Vocabulary work 

Find the following words and phrases used in this chapter, learn them by heart, 

look for the sentences with these words and phrases in the text and translate them 

into elegant Ukrainian in a written form.  

Word list: a wild longing, irretrievable, unsullied, the idolatrous words, a splinter, 

a hypocrite, to make public atonement, adjoining. 

Commentary 

iniquities sins; 

idolatrous excessively adoring; 

visage facial expression; appearance. 

Comprehension 

Quiz yourself: 

What does Dorian think the outcome of his one good deed might be? 

A: He would feel better about himself. 
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B: He would be able to make friends easier. 

C: He would be looked at as a good man by other people. 

D: The painting would look better. 

After seeing that the painting had not changed, what action does Dorian 

contemplate? 

A: Killing himself 

B: Confessing to the murder of Basil. 

C: Trying to do more good deeds. 

D: Letting Lord Henry see the picture. 

What did Dorian use to destroy the painting? 

A: A scissors 

B: A hammer 

C: A knife 

D: A piece of broken glass 

What happened to Dorian as he destroyed the picture? 

A: He started to look old. 

B: He felt the true guilt of all his actions. 

C: Nothing, he remained the same. 

D: He became old and died. 

Dorian in the end… 

A: Destroys only the picture. 

B: Only destroys himself. 

C: Becomes the man he always wanted to be. 

D: Becomes the man Lord Henry wanted him to be. 

Answer the questions: 

1. What did Dorian reflect on when he came back home? 

2. What did really bother him? 

3. Why did he creep upstairs to see the portrait? 

4. Why did the picture look even more evil and around the eyes there was “a 

look of cunning and in the mouth the curved wrinkle of the hypocrite”? 

5. Why did Dorian decide to destroy the portrait? In what way did he decide to 

do it? 

6. Who came to the attic door? 

7. Who was found lying in front of the portrait? 

8. What had happened with Dorian and with the portrait? 

What do you think about the following statements? 

Wicked people were always very old and very ugly. 

Better for him that each sin of his life had brought its sure swift penalty along with 

it. 
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Not “Forgive us our sins” but “Smite us for our iniquities’ should be the prayer of 

man to a most just God. 

It was his beauty that had ruined him, his beauty and the youth that he had prayed 

for. 

His beauty had been to him but a mask, his youth but a mockery. 

There was a God who called upon men to tell their sins to earth as well as to 

heaven. 

Interesting to know 

What were Oscar Wilde’s writing inspirations? 

In no particular order: 

1. Lord Alfred Douglas: Wilde’s lover, and a poet. He was a very beautiful, 

aristocratic young man, and was said to be the inspiration for Dorian Gray. Of 

course, this brought into light the issue of his homosexuality, hence “the love that 

dare not speak its name.” 

2. The upper classes: Wilde was fascinated by royalty and aristocracy – hence 

so many of his writings are populated by characters from these classes (Importance 

of Being Earnest, Salome, Lady Windermere’s Fan, The Model Millionaire, and 

even The Canterville Ghost). 

3. Other poets, artists, and luminaries: Wilde was known for his biting wit, and 

you can’t have that without someone to play off on. For example, Whistler, the 

artist. Sometimes, it’s someone else who gets the better of him. 

Wilde: “I wish I had said that” 

Whistler: “You will, Oscar, you will.” 

4. Responding to his critics: “In the old days men had the rack. Now they have 

the press.” Oscar Wilde did not dive very deeply below the surface of human 

nature, but found, to a certain extent rightly, that there is more on the surface of life 

than is seen by the eyes of most people. 

5. Art, beauty, and politics: This is probably also the result of his background, 

his sensitivity as an artist, and living in Paris, London, and Ireland. But all artists 

and writers are shaped by their early life, education, and locations. But it’s a start. 

6. And perhaps the search for both pleasure and happiness: “For what man has 

sought for is, indeed, neither pain nor pleasure, but simply Life. Man has sought to 

live intensely, fully, perfectly. When he can do so without exercising restraint on 

others, or suffering it ever, and his activities are all pleasurable to him, he will be 

saner, healthier, more civilised, more himself. Pleasure is Nature’s test, her sign of 

approval. When man is happy, he is in harmony with himself and his 

environment.” 

What do you think about Oscar Wilde’s writing inspirations? 

Translation practise 

Translate the following extract into elegant Ukrainian for the book: 
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The portrait of Oscar Wilde 

Wilde’s enterprising American agent, Lizzie Marbury, first met him in 1882 at 

a reception held in his honor during his tour of America. He was holding a cup of 

tea at the time and endeared himself by offering it to her. Ever the publicist, she 

realized that his eccentric appearance was “well-conceived and of value in 

stimulating curiosity and in providing copy for the press.” Later, Marbury summed 

Wilde up perfectly, observing: “His wit scintillated incessantly. His joy in the 

phrases he compiled was always evident though never offensive.” 

During the first week of his year-long tour of America, Wilde was introduced 

to Jane Tunis Poultney Bigelow, an important figure in the New York literary 

scene and a woman who made it her business to cultivate the leading writers of the 

day. Bigelow’s correspondence with Wilkie Collins spanned two decades, and she 

had developed an interest in Charles Dickens that bordered on an obsession. On 

one occasion, she was alleged to have knocked an elderly widow unconscious 

when she had the temerity to visit Dickens at his hotel. She took to Wilde 

immediately. 

Writing practise 

Translate the sentences into elegant English: 

1. Я чую крик всередині себе, природу, спраглу все покинути і 

повернутися. 2. Споживання лісових ресурсів, якщо його не регулювати 

відповідно до принципів раціональності, призводить до непоправної втрати 

біологічних ресурсів. 3. Більшість з них вважали таку практику 

ідолопоклонством, яке необхідно було викорінити. 4. Чесно кажучи, він 

швидше за лицемір, ніж патріот. 5. Вважаю, це свого роду спокута. 6. Це моя 

розплата, розумієш. 7. Можливо, вона і Леонард будуть у сусідніх камерах. 

Topic Tracking 

Find the perfect quotes to comment the point:  

Beauty.  
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