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About the resilience, survival, rethinking of its role 
and adaptation of the USUST Library activities after 

the beginning of the full-scale armed Russian 
invasion in the context of publishing



OPENNESS – the driving force behind the library 
publishing programme at USUST 

• Our report on the publishing activities of the USUST 
Scientific Library is a story of how a few staff members
(since 2009), enthusiastic about the possibilities and 
prospects of Open Access, decided to introduce a 
library publishing programme to meet the needs of 
scholars and succeeded in doing so. 

• Today, we are the only university library in Ukraine 
represented in the Library Publishing Directory and 
the Global Library Publishing Map.

• The uncertainty of crisis times (Covid 19 pandemic, 
war), the transition to distance learning and online 
education gave impetus to a new round of openness 
- working with Open Textbooks



USUST – Library Publishing Directory 2018-2023



USUST – Global Library Publishing Map (IFLA)



USUST Scientific Library is the only 
one representing Ukraine in SPARC 

Europe & European Network of Open 
Education Librarians (ENOEL)



Small but constant steps towards a big goal
– Accessibility, Inclusiveness, Equity

• 2012 – journal “AnthropologicaL Measurements of Philosophical 
Research” (OJS) http://ampr.diit.edu.ua/

• 2013 – journal “Science and Transport Progress” (OJS) 
http://stp.diit.edu.ua/

• 2016  – journal “University Library at a New Stage of Social 
Communications Development. Conference Proceedings” (OJS) 
http://unilibnsd.diit.edu.ua/

• 2016-2023 – publication of materials of annual conferences on 
philosophy and library & information sciences on the OCS platform

• 2022-2023 – Open textbooks as a result of the Partnership of 
authors-teachers and the Library Publishing Service (e-books - 8, 
posters – 4 + webinars for teachers)

• Goal: High-quality information support for students 
and teachers in wartime

http://ampr.diit.edu.ua/
http://stp.diit.edu.ua/
http://unilibnsd.diit.edu.ua/


The war... Working in underground vaults to 
prepare for the digitisation of back issues of 
scientific journals and donating blood for the 

wounded



When the unreal became real...
• Using every opportunity (cessation of the air raid alarm, 

restoration of power supply, good communication, etc.), 
we worked both remotely and physically in the library.

• We worked in basements and subways, in cafes and cars, in 
"invincibility points" or corridors between two walls to 
avoid possible injuries from windows during bombing

• They withstood working in cold rooms in offices or library 
halls at a constant temperature of only 6-9 degrees Celsius, 
as Russian missiles systematically destroyed critical 
infrastructure throughout Ukraine.

• The Library's servers and website, the websites of scientific 
journals and the repository, social media, and all 
communication channels became like living beings with 
whom the librarians talked and negotiated: "Don't let us 
down, because we still have so much to do!"



On promoting the overcoming of the Ukrainian linguocide in 
educational resources : Open textbooks

The USUST Library decided to add a new area of activity and focus its 
efforts on Open Educational Resources, including Open Textbooks, as 

one of the methods of overcoming the Ukrainian linguocide in 
educational resources.

All 8 textbooks and 4 posters are integrated into OERSI (Open 
Educational Resources Search Index)



PhD students are active in mastering the topic of 
Open Textbooks



Working group of the USUST Library on OER



Librarians of USUST:
- Winners of Open Education Global 2022: Open 

Resilience Award nomination (USA)



Librarians of USUST:
Became the heroes of the Godcast "Voices of 

Global Open Education"



Librarians of USUST:
Won a grant from The Creative Commons Global 
Network for the adaptation of the MOOC "Using 

Open Educational Resources in Teaching" 
developed by the Polytechnic University of Milan 

(Italy)



Digital library publishing services USUST + Textual 
Open Educational Resources

• The Library Publishing business model relies on 
subsidies from the library budget rather than working 
to recover costs or generate profit from its activities

• Open textbooks: a working group of 5 librarians with 
experience in openness has been created, but working 
in different departments and in different areas (open 
access journals, repository, information literacy 
training).

• Publishing products are maximally visible on the 
Internet with the help of metadata and search engine 
optimisation and are integrated into various global 
databases of scientific and educational information



The hearts of the peoples of Europe and 
Ukraine beat in unison!



We sincerely invite you to 

• 8th International Conference “University Library 
at a new stage of social communications 
development” (Dnipro, Ukraine)

• Topic 2023:  LIBRARY AND KNOWLEDGE 
MANAGEMENT IN TIMES OF CRISIS

• October 5, 2023 – October 6, 2023 (hybrid 
format)
http://conflib.diit.edu.ua/Conf_univ_Library_2023

http://conflib.diit.edu.ua/Conf_univ_Library_2023


Thank you for the 
opportunity to meet with 

you, to be inspired by your 
ideas and to tell you about 
the unbreakable Ukrainians


